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Thinking twice
about tattoos?
by Marcella Durand

D

id you know? Black or dark
brown tattoo inks contain
iron oxides that occasionally react
to the powerful magnetic field
that is part of the MRI (magnetic
resonance imaging) process.
Tattoos may also cause “artifacts”
that can distort or block the
image itself.
However, the risk of either
occurrence is low, and even
extensive tattoos are not considered a reason to avoid diagnostic MRIs (the ones done to
figure out if a person has MS or
not). But tattoos may disqualify
people with MS from participating in clinical trials. An online
call for participants in a study at
the National Institutes of Health
to test the ability of MR imaging
to detect damage in the brains
of people with MS states that
“subjects with tattoos will be
excluded if those are in a dangerous location in the body or
made with colors whose content
in iron (e.g., dark blue or dark
green) cannot be definitely ruled
out by the investigators.”
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Data on danger is not scary

Avoiding reactions
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